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of the Roman conquest. Chris-
tianity was introduced in the 3rd
century : the first bishop was S.
Hilarius. Alaric II was defeated
by Clovis at Vouille near by in
507, and the town became part of
the Frankish dominion. In 732
Charles Martel vanquished the
Mohammedans somewhere be-
tween Poitiers and Tours. The
battle between French and Eng-
lish in 1356 is described below.

Poitiers, BATTLE or. English
victory over the French during the
Hundred Years' War, Sept, 19,
1356. Edward, the Black Prince, in
command of sonic 8,000 men, was
marching up from Guienne, where
he had landed the previous year,
when, near Poitiers, he found his
way barred by a French army of
15,000 under' King John. At-
tempts at peace having failed, the
battle opened with a French attack
made by the dismounted knights of
one of four divisions. The English
archers, skilfully placed behind
hedges, met them with a flight of
arrows, and they failed utterly.
The next assault made more im-
pression, but these knights, too,
had to give way after a stout
exchange of blows. The third
division thereupon fled from the
field, but the fourth, under the king
himself, advanced, and the Eng-
lish were hard pressed when the
Black Prince sent a small body to
the rear of this force; this move
decided the day. The French
knights fought to the last, but by
night the army was routed. John,
his son Philip, and some 2,000
knights were made prisoners,
while about 3,000 were killed. The
English losses were slight. The
actual site of the battle is said
to be some 6 m. S.E. of Poitiers,
at Maupertuis. It is described by
the English chronicler, Geoffrey fc
Baker, and by Froissart.

Poitou. Prov. of France before
the Revolution. It lay between
the Loire and the Garonne, around
Poitiers, its capital. From the
9th century it was ruled by the
counts of Poitiers, who later be-
came dukes of Aquitaine (q.v.), of
which it formed part. It was di-
vided into lower and upper Poitou.
Apart from Poitiers its chief
towns were Mirebeau, Loudun,
Niort, Lucon, Maillezais* Thouars,
and Boehe-sur-Yon. Since the Re-
volution it has been divided into
the departments of Vendee, Deux-
Sevres, and Vienne, stretching
also into Charente and Charente-
Inf6rieure.

Poke. Scots word for a home-
made bag of paper. It is formed
frnjn a square yheet folded in the

form of a cone and twisted at the
end to prevent unrolling. Pokes
are mostly used for holding small
quantities of tea or sweets. A
poke bonnet, a woman's hat
popular in the 19th century, took
its name from its resemblance
to the paper bag ; with a deep
projecting brim, it is sometimes
called a scuttle bonnet. Poke
means bag in the phrase, a pig
in a poke.

Poker. Card game. Various
sources of origin have been claimed
for it, the most authentic being
that a species of poker played with
20 cards made its appearance in
America on the Mississippi steam-
boats about 1830. This was
superseded from 1860 by the
now prevalent draw poker, de-
scribed here. Another variety is
stud poker.

In the usual game a full pack
of cards is used; some players
like to include the joker, which
may stand for any card the holder
chooses. Cards bear their usual
face value, except that the ace
may count as either highest or
lowest. Five or sis players make
the best number. The dealer
shuffles and makes up the pack,
which is cut by the player on his
right; he then deals five cards to
each person, any way he pleases
except five at a time. Every
player is for himself, and the
object of the game is to hold the
best hand when all the players
remaining in expose their cards
after betting.

Hands rank in this order:
1. Straight flush : a sequence of
five cards all of the same suit. 2.
Fours : four cards of the same de-
nomination. 3. Full house : three
cards and two cards of the
same denominations. 4. Flush :
five cards of the same suit, 5.
Straight: five cards of different
suits, but all in sequence. 6.
Threes : three cards of the same
denomination. 7. Two pairs. 8.
One pair. If two players should
each hold a sequence or pair,
the one having the higher cards
would win. This rule applies all
the way down, so that if none of
these eight combinations is held,
the highest card decides the
winner. Hands equal in all re-
spects divide the pool.

Before the deal is completed the
player at the dealer's left, styled
the age, puts up half the stake
he is willing to risk, called the
blind. The next player looks at his
cards, and if he considers them
good enough to come- in, doubles
the blind; otherwise he throws
down his cards and goes out. This

continues with the other players
until it comes to the turn of the
age, who must either double his
blind and play, or drop out and
lose the amount of his blind.
Any player who has staked
money and remained in the
game is entitled to ask for one to
five cards more to replace any of
his original hand. The real betting
now starts, each player going
above the other according to the
strength of his hand and judge-
ment of the chances, or equalling
the previous highest bet. This
continues until all players give
way except one, in which event
the cards are thrown in ; or until
all have paid equally to see one
hand, whereupon all cards are
laid upon the table, the holder
of the highest taking the pool.
Poker has been held to be a
game of chance and so unlawful
if played at a gaming house.
POKER DICE. Five dice are-
thrown, the sides being marked
ace, king, queen, jack, ten, and
nine. The player throwing first
may make one, two, or three
attempts, after which all other
players arc allowed the same
number. Dice which show satis-
factory numbers after the first or
second throw are retained by the
player as part of his " hand."
Combinations to be tried for
are five of a kind, four of a kind,
full house, straight, threes, two
pairs, pair.
POKER PATIENCE. In this card
game for one, the player lays out
the top 25 cards of the pack,"singly
as they come, in a square of five
cards each way ; each card must
touch vertically, horizontally, or
diagonally, one already placed.
The aim is to make up the best
possible poker hands in each
direction vertically and horizon-
tally, ton in all. A straight flush
counts 30; fours, 16; straight,
1'2 ; full house, 10; threes, t>;
flush, o ; two pairs, 3 ; pair, 1.
Poker-work. Method of de-
coration. An alternative name is
pyrography (Gr. pyr> fire; gra-
phein, to write). Formerly a red-
hot poker with a sharp point was
used, and the design, after being
drawn on wood, was burnt in, but
this method was later abandoned
in favour of electrical and other
methods. A special apparatus con-
sists of a lamp, with a tube and
hand bellows, and a metal point,
held in the flame till heated.
Cedar, chestnut, pear, elm, and
other woods are usually chosen,
and leather, velvet, and other
materials can be decorated. Re-
peated designs arc often burnt by